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Deer Hunting with a Revolver, Hunting and Trapping

Proposed amendments to sections 26-66-1 and 26-86a-6(h) of the Regulations of Connecticut
State Agencies.

Section 1. Subsection (q) of Section 26-66-1 of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies
are amended to read as follows:

(9) Rifles and handguns using centerfire ammunition or rim fire ammunition having a
cartridge case longer than that of a .22 rim fire long rifle cartridge case and the projectile
of which is heavier than 20 grains and shotgun ammunition of loads larger or heavier
than number two shot shall not be possessed and pistols or revolvers using ammunition
larger or heavier than .22 rim fire long rifle cartridge shall not be used for the purposes of
hunting as defined in section 26-1 of the Connecticut General Statutes on any private land
during the private land shotgun/rifle deer season as specified in section 26-86a-6(d) of the
Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies. This provision relating to rifle, [and] shotgun
and revolver ammunition shall not apply to persons holding valid landowner, private land
rifle shotgun and/or [rifle] revolver deer permits. Waterfowlers hunting from a boat,
blind or stationary position may only use the ammunition specified in section 26-66-4(1)
of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies.

Sec. 2. Section 26-86a-6 of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies is amended by adding
subsection (h) as follows:

NEW) (b)

(1) For the purposes of this subsection, “private land deer permittee” means any owner of
10 or more acres of private land and the husband or wife, parent, grandparent, sibling and
lineal descendent of such owner who is eligible for a free private land deer permit, as
established in section 26-86a of the Connecticut General Statutes, and "revolver" means a
"revolver", as defined in section 29-27 of the Connecticut General Statutes, with a
cartridge of .357 caliber or larger. ‘

(2) The open season for a private land deer permittee to hunt deer with a revolver
pursuant to section 1 of public act 10-99, shall commence on November 1 and end on
December 31 of each calendar year. Any such private land deer permittee who seeks to
hunt deer with a revolver pursuant to section 1 of public act 10-99 shall obtain a revolver
deer permit, as required by section 1 of public act 10-99, and a free private landowner
deer permit, as required by section 26-86a of the Connecticut General Statutes.

(3) The open season for any other resident of the state to hunt deer with a revolver on
privately owned land pursuant to section 1 of public act 10-99 shall start on the second
Wednesday before Thanksgiving Day and end twenty-one consecutive days later. Any
such resident who seeks to hunt deer with a revolver pursuant to section 1 of public act
10-99 shall obtain dated written consent of the owner of 10 or more acres of private land,
on a form provided by the Commissioner, and shall carry such dated written consent in
accordance with section 26-86a-5 of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies.
Additionally, any such resident shall obtain a revolver deer permit, as required by section 1
of public act 10-99 and a private land rifle shotgun deer permit, as described in section 26~
86a of the Connecticut General Statutes.



(4) The bag limit for hunting deer with a revolver shall be:

(A) For a private land deer permittee, the difference between the bag limit that such
permittee could achieve by use of a rifle, shotgun, muzzleloader or bow and arrow
under a free private landowner deer permit and the number of deer taken pursuant to
such free private landowner deer permit; and

(B) For any other resident of the state that hunts deer with a revolver on privately
owned land pursuant to section 1 of public act 10-99, the difference between the bag
limit that such resident could achieve by use of a rifle or shotgun pursuant to a private
land rifle shotgun deer permit and the number of deer taken pursuant to such private
land rifle shotgun deer permit. '

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE: To amend and adopt regulations which govern deer hunting
with a revolver.

To amend and adopt regulations which govern the hunting of deer by use of a revolver
consistent with Public Act 10-99 and the Départment of Environmental Protection’s (DEP)
authority under sections 26-66 and 26-86a of the Connecticut General Statutes. Subsection 26-
66-1(q) of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies (“RCSA”) is amended to remove
regulatory limitations on the use of a revolver during certain deer hunting seasons that are in
conflict with section 1 of Public Act 10-99. Subsection 26-86a-6(h) of the RCSA is added to
clarify who and when someone may hunt deer using a revolver, as permitted under section 1 of
Public Act 10-99. These emergency regulations are necessary to minimize the risk of a hunting
accident during the upcoming deer hunting seasons. By defining the periods during which such
private land deer permittees and residents may use a revolver to hunt deer, these emergency
regulations drastically reduce the risk that a resident hunting deer with a revolver on the private
land of another person will mistakenly shoot a camouflaged bow and arrow hunter.
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